ABSTRACT.-A new deer fern hybrid, B. corralense 3 B. mochaenum subsp. mochaenum, is described on the basis of macro-and micromorphological characters. Previous reports of this hybrid combination are excluded. In addition, new data on the distribution of B. corralense are reported, including its presence in Argentina.
deer ferns (Rodríguez, 1995; Rolleri and Prada, 2006) , the main characters for distinguishing these two taxa are lamina texture and number of veins of sterile pinna. We have identified some other diagnostic characters, as shown in Table 1 . On the basis of a study of material in the Chilean herbaria CONC and SGO, and our own collections, we have concluded that B. corralense is also present in the regions of La Araucanía (Amigo, Pajaró n, Pangua & Quintanilla LGQ541, SANT) and Aysén (Landrum 8179, CONC, and Amigo CL2324, SANT). In addition, two specimens collected by José Diem in the Nahuel Huapi National Park, Neuquén Province, Argentina (Diem 50a, 50b; CONC) turned out to be B. corralense.
We have also revised the putative hybrids between B. corralense and B. mochaenum subsp. mochaenum collected by Carolina Villagrán and coworkers in the Los Lagos region (Villagrán et al., 1986) , totaling six specimens (Meza & Aguila 6510, Villagrá n 6329, Villagrá n & Aguila 5937, Villagrá n & Leiva 7325, 7452, and Villagrá n, Aguila & Leiva 7021; CONC). Two of these specimens (7325 and 7021) lack fertile fronds, so it was not possible to determine whether they are hybrids. The other four specimens have wellformed spores indicating that they are not hybrids (though see Mayer and Mesler, 1993) , and almost all characters suggest that these specimens are B. mochaenum subsp. mochaenum. However, two of these specimens (6510 and 7452) have exceptionally large spores (mean exospore lengths . 40 mm), and thus merit further study.
We have found the hybrid B. corralense 3 B. mochaenum at various locations in the Los Lagos region. In addition to abortive spores, this hybrid is distinguished by various characters that support its origin from a cross between B. corralense and B. mochaenum subsp. mochaenum (Fig. 1 , Table 1 ). Characters shared by the hybrid and its hypothesized parents include dimorphic fronds, the fertile fronds being longer than the sterile fronds, and fertile and sterile pinnae slightly angled towards the frond apex, with numerous bi-and tricellular hairs 250-450 mm long on their abaxial face. In addition, the sterile fronds of the three taxa have aphlebia, i.e., markedly reduced pinnae at the base of the lamina. The texture of the lamina is Planta hybrida, media inter parentes putatos, sed Blechno corralensi aliquid similior. Ab hoc distinguitur: lamina magis coriacea et stomata minora. Sporae abortivae.
Dedicated to Roberto Rodríguez, Concepció n, who has added very considerably our knowledge of the Chilean ferns, especially of the genus Blechnum. In these locations, the vegetation consists of Valdivian rainforest dominated by evergreen trees (Nothofagus nitida, Laureliopsis philippiana, Podocarpus nubigena, Amomyrtus luma, Saxegothaea conspicua, Weinmannia trichosperma, Drimys winteri, etc.; Amigo et al., 2004) . Blechnum 3rodriguezii appears most commonly on dripping soil banks and rock surfaces, on which it may be present at high density, possibly as a result of recurrent hybridization events and extensive clonal growth via stoloniferous axes (also present in B. corralense and B. mochaenum subsp. mochaenum). Given that both parents are endemic to southern Chile and Argentina, the potential area of distribution of this hybrid is limited.
